IMPORTANT NOTICE

Albourne Neighbourhood Plan - Information for Voters

On the 1st September 2016, there will be a referendum on a neighbourhood development plan for Albourne. A referendum asks you to vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to a question. For this referendum you will receive a ballot paper with this question:

“Do you want Mid Sussex District Council to use the neighbourhood plan for Albourne to help it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area?”

If more people vote ‘yes’ than ‘no’ in this referendum, then Mid Sussex District Council will use the Albourne Neighbourhood Plan to help it decide planning applications in Albourne. The Neighbourhood Plan once made (adopted) will then become part of the Local Development Plan. If more people vote ‘no’ than ‘yes’, then planning applications will be decided without using the Albourne Neighbourhood Plan as part of the Development Plan in Albourne Parish.
Specified Documents - the Specified Documents are:  The Albourne Neighbourhood Plan incorporating examiners modifications (April 2016 )  The Albourne Neighbourhood Plan (as seen by the Examiner)  The Examiner’s Report  A Summary of Representations submitted to the Examiner  A Decision Statement from Mid Sussex District Council as the Local Planning Authority stating that the Plan meets the Basic Conditions  General Information on Neighbourhood Planning and the Referendum.

All the above documents are available for inspection online at -http://www.midsussex.gov.uk/planning-licensing-building-control/planning-policy/neighbourhood-plans/albourne-neighbourhood-plan/

or alternatively at:
Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath,West Sussex, RH16 1SS

Information for Voters – You can vote in the referendum if you live in Albourne and:  You are registered to vote in local council elections;  And you are 18 years of age or over on 1 September 2016. You have to be registered to vote by Midnight Monday 15th August 2016 in order to vote in the Referendum. You can check if you are registered to vote by calling our Helpline on 01444 477003. The referendum will be conducted based on procedures which are similar to those used at local government elections.

Ways of Voting -
· In Person - If you are issued a white poll card you may only vote in person at the polling station, unless you apply for and are accepted for postal voting by 5pm on Tuesday 16th August 2016. Voting is simple and a member of staff may advise if you are not sure what to do.

· In Albourne the polling station is at Albourne Village Hall.
If you do not receive your poll card, you can contact our Helpline on 01444 477003. Polling stations are open from 7am to 10pm.

· Postal Voting - If you are issued a buff yellow coloured poll card you are currently a postal voter and may only vote by postal vote unless you cancel it by sending an email to: elections@midsussex.gov.uk by 5pm on Tuesday 16th August 2016. Postal votes will be delivered by Royal Mail from Wednesday 10th August 2016. You would only receive a buff yellow coloured poll card if you are registered to vote by post. If you do not receive your poll card, you can contact our Helpline on 01444 477003.

Am I registered to vote?

If you are not registered, you will not be able to vote. You can check if you are registered by calling our Helpline on 01444 477003.

Applications to register to vote or to vote by post or proxy should be made to the Electoral Registration Officer at Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1SS by the dates shown below:

	Application 
	Deadline for receipt

	New applications to register to vote 
	Midnight on Monday 15th August 2016

	New applications to vote by post or to cancel or amend an existing  postal vote or proxy appointment


	5pm on Tuesday 16th August 2016

	New applications to vote by proxy 
	5pm on Tuesday 23rd August 2016

	Applications for an emergency proxy vote


	5pm on Thursday 1st September 2016


