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ALBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Monday 23rd February 2009 in the Albourne Village Hall.

Present: Cllr. Graham Stafford, Chairman; Cllr Jerry Butler; Cllr Robert Dunckley; Cllr. John Gooch; Cllr. Lesley Ritchie and Cllr. Mick Gratton.   
Several members of the public were present.

MINUTES

102.
Apologies received from Cllr. G Price, Miss J Hartley (Clerk) and Cllr. S Seward.

Declaration of Interest – None.

Approval of Minutes from 19.01.09 & Matters Arising – 

Previous minutes amendment to Item 101 – remove Cllr Gratton as his name was listed twice.

Mr. P Holding informed members that MSDC had allowed the application for the Gospel Hall to go through. The Gospel Hall would like to make a contribution to the Village Hall refurbishment/Village Street lights.
Mr. Holding informed members the response from neighbours had been positive so far. Cllr. Dunckley stated the site had been very noisy on the afternoon of Saturday 21st February 2009. Cllr. Stafford informed he did receive calls of noise complaints.  Mr. Holding informed members the land had been neglected and there was a lot of work to do. Construction is unlikely to be for another 12 months as there are overhead cables to be removed.
There is not enough information to publish the winners of last years flower show.

Question of the vacant allotment was discussed.

Potholes – Job numbers have been issued for the potholes along the B2116 and Barley Croft. Cllr Peter Griffiths will email Cllr Stafford the WSCC policy information.

103.
Report from WSCC – Cllr. Peter Griffiths.

Safer Routes to School questionnaire given to all. Discussion regarding the lay by at the school, it appeared to be better.
Cllr. Ritchie queried the transport costs for children from Berrylands and Oakhurst. Cllr Griffiths to check with WSCC.
Cllr Gratton informed members of the concerns relating to the island/footpath. Goldsmiths land is privately owned and he felt concerns regarding the hedge line outside the Village Hall may create a bigger hazard than there is at present. A physical barrier should be considered. 

Members were updated in the land ownership of the land outside the Village Hall. The clerk had looked into this as established we own it, and also that the lease on the Village Hall had expired 3 years ago. There is historical information relating to this situation and we are putting the details together to discuss with David Waite from MSDC.

An accident on the B2116 (Gunners Hill) had happened. No loss of life. There was no Police report for this incident. Landowners should report these accidents to the Police and obtain an incident number.
Cllr Griffiths updated members he had put forward the temporary use of Albourne Court units for The Family Children’s Centre to use. They were to be incorporated into the new Village Hall building at Bolney, but due to the contractors pulling out, they had been left with no premises. 
Cllr Gooch asked if after the unsatisfactory meeting held - the B2116 would be completed before 2008/09?
Cllr Griffiths informed is would be 2009 – waiting finance.

Cllr Stafford informed members there had been no revised signage plan received so far to date.

Cllr Stafford informed members of the CLC meeting last week – a recording device called Casper, a portable speed recording device had been used to check speeds on the B2118. A bid can be made for using this system.

No report from MSDC – apologies received from Cllr Seward.

104.
Planning Liaison Committee - 


AL09/00048/OUT Arden Grange. Response sent in.
  The Barn, Woodmancote (Originally The Oaks) - Refused to grant, gone to appeal.

  Partridges – refused.

105.
Chairmans Report
Joint Parish meeting – attended by Cllr Stafford, Cllr Dunkley and J Hartley (Clerk). It was noted that Cllr Ritchie   and Cllr Gooch were aware of the meeting date, but not the location or time of the meeting.
One of the main issues raised were Children’s Play Areas and the costs involved. Next meeting scheduled fro October 2009 at Fulking. Minutes will be sent to Cllrs when received.

CLC meeting stated there is a shortage of spaces at Primary Schools

Grants are available from CLC.

Cllrs were informed of the issues relating to the change of address with the banks – still ongoing for the Clerk. Cllrs to sign a letter confirming the change of Clerk and address.

Members were informed of the recent meeting the Clerk attended with David Waite from MSDC regarding the Village Hal Lease and the current situation. Historic documents are being prepared and the Clerk is in talks with the Village Hall Chairman – Jenny Gratton.

106. Village Hall Chairmans Report

Cllr Gratton asked whether Jenny Gratton had been advised of all that had been going on – in particular email etc.

Cllr Stafford informed Cllr Gratton and members that the only correspondence sent in the Village Hall Chairman’s absence (away on holiday) was the request for any paperwork from the Village Hall committee to held prepare a file ready for the VH Chairman’s return as the Clerk had little or no documents.
This would help the initial stage be prepared ready for the VH Chairman’s return.
It was agreed there would be an extraordinary meeting of the VH committee called in due course to discuss this issue moving forward.
107. Financial Report – Not available as Clerk absent.
108. Additional items since preparation of the Agenda – None.
109. Councillors Exchange of information 


Cllr Ritchie – none
 
Cllr Gooch – Fly Tipping incident in Reeds Lane. Rand MSDC and they removed.

Cllr Gratton – Albourne Place Farm – Ground works have started. New drive being constructed on original track. Cllr Gratton to go to MSDC. Reported road issue to MSDC and will follow up with PG as no response.
Cllr Stafford – Wick Farm is believed to of been sold. The problems relating to the footpath going past the front of the house still remain.

Cllr Dunckley – Follow up the surface of The Twitten.

              Cllr Butler – none.

Date of Next Meeting – Monday 16th March 2009 at 7:30pm
Meeting closed at 8:55pm
Signed:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

(Chairman)
Date:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

