	[image: image1.png]L s

',Ilv//’vv\

7 d

B

)

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE




	Oaklands Road
	
	Switchboard: 01444 458166

	
	Haywards Heath
	
	Fax: 01444 450027

	
	West Sussex
	
	DX 300320 Haywards Heath 1

	
	RH16 1SS
	
	www.midsussex.gov.uk



	Contact:
Martin Faulconbridge
	Your ref:


	E-mail:  
martinf@midsussex.gov.uk
	Our ref: PR1335/RB/MF


	Direct line:
01444 477478
	Date: 8 November 2010


	
	


Press release

Local residents take a walk on the wild side!

Almost 1000 people got in touch with their wild side and found out more about the local countryside by attending the ‘Wild About Mid Sussex’ exhibition on Saturday 6 November.

‘Wild About Mid Sussex’ is a free wildlife exhibition that celebrates the wonderful countryside that surrounds the towns and villages of Mid Sussex. At the event, residents had the chance to discuss local conservation issues with a range of local, regional and national organisations that influence the Mid Sussex landscape.

On the day, over 40 organisations that help to protect the varied wildlife habitats and green spaces in Mid Sussex were represented. The Sussex Wildlife Trust, West Sussex County Council Rangers, the High Weald Unit and the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers were just some of the organisations in attendance. There were also plenty of fun activities for the whole family with film shows, face painting, free gifts and the chance to make a giant insect or stroke a live bat!

‘Wild About Mid Sussex’ was organised by the ‘Friends of Burgess Hill Green Circle’ group with the support of Mid Sussex District Council. The Friends are a band of nearly 1000 volunteers who work to protect the countryside around Burgess Hill. With the help of Mid Sussex District Council, West Sussex County Council and Burgess Hill Town Council, they have established the Green Circle Network in Burgess Hill. The network connects the town’s green spaces together using safe, traffic-free routes. This helps the local wildlife to move between areas safely and makes it easier for local people to enjoy the varied habitats and the wonderful landscape that they create.
“Wild About Mid Sussex is a wonderful event that is packed with interesting displays and fun activities for all the family,” said Councillor Pru Moore, Cabinet Member for Leisure and Sustainability. “It was great to see the youngsters taking an interest in nature and getting up close and personal with bugs and animals at the event.

“There are many local voluntary organisations working in Mid Sussex to protect our precious natural environment, preserving and enhancing it for future generations. I hope people that attended ‘Wild About Mid Sussex’ were inspired by what they saw and will consider participating in conservation activities with other like-minded people. Who knows, it could open up a whole new world of experiences.”

“This event brings the wonderful Mid Sussex countryside indoors for the day,” said Roy Ticehurst, Chairman of the ‘Friends of Burgess Hill Green Circle’. “We are all extremely lucky to live in such surroundings but without our help the best parts could be lost.  Our charitable group is working with councillors, developers and planners to ensure that future generations can enjoy the open spaces that make up the Burgess Hill Green Circle Network. It is the focus of our practical conservation work and we also record species, organise guided walks and give talks to local organisations.”
For more information about the ‘Wild About Mid Sussex’ exhibition visit www.bh-green-circle.org.uk or contact Rupert Browning, MSDC Landscapes Manager on 01444 477374 or email RupertB@midsussex.gov.uk.
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For more information please contact Martin Faulconbridge on 01444 477478 or martinf@midsussex.gov.uk
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