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Press release

Don’t fall foul of new dog control measures

Mid Sussex District Council is introducing new dog control measures in the District to impose tougher fines on those who do not clean up after or safely control their pets.

The majority of dog owners in Mid Sussex are responsible, pick up their dogs’ mess and keep them under proper control. However, there is a small minority who don’t and this can create problems that are of concern to many local residents. 

Under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act, local authorities have more power to protect the local environment, which includes warnings and fines for those who don’t comply with legislation. The Council undertook an extensive consultation with the public to find out how they would like to see these new powers used in Mid Sussex.

Council officers took on board residents’ feedback when deciding which dog control orders should be implemented in Mid Sussex and the following measures are being introduced.

· Fouling of land by dogs order

In order to reduce the amount of dog fouling in Mid Sussex, owners are required to immediately clean up their dogs’ mess. This order applies to all District Council owned or managed recreational and other public land, car parks and all highway areas within a 40mph speed restriction.

· Dog exclusion

To prevent people or the dogs themselves being injured as a result of sharing activity space, dogs are excluded from all fenced children’s play areas and fenced recreational areas such as tennis courts, bowling greens and multi activity areas owned by Mid Sussex District Council.

· Dogs on a lead when requested
In order to stop a loose dog disrupting sporting or community events or disturbing local wildlife, dogs must be placed on a lead if requested to do so by a Council officer. This order applies to land on which formal sports and community events regularly take place, and all designated conservation sites and local nature reserves.

· Maximum number of dogs (6)

The number of dogs one person can take onto Council land is restricted to six. This order is to be introduced as a pilot, and applied to Bedelands Farm nature reserve and Leylands Park tip site. This area has been associated with problems in the past and will serve as a case study to measure the effectiveness of the new dog control order.

Mid Sussex District Council will issue Fixed Penalty Notices for any breaches of the New Dog Control Order legislation. If a Fixed Penalty Notice is issued for a Dog Control offence, the payment will be £75.  Failure to pay may result in prosecution with a maximum fine of £1000. There will be a period of education and warnings before full enforcement commences in 2011.

“Dog control is an emotive issue and our residents often have differing views on the subject so we have taken great care to ensure that these new measures balance the needs of dogs, their owners and other park users,” said Councillor Pru Moore, Cabinet Member for Leisure and Sustainability. “The vast majority of dog owners in Mid Sussex responsibly clean up after their pet and keep them well controlled but there is a small minority that continue to let the side down.

“Dog mess not only looks and smells unsightly but it can also be dangerous to our health. I hope these tougher dog control measures make irresponsible dog owners think twice before they leave their dog’s mess littered on our streets, in our parks and around our countryside.”   


New signage is currently being erected in parks and opens spaces across the District to inform dog owners of the new control measures. The Council’s Park Rangers will continue with a programme of educational events to help owners understand the orders. The Rangers will have information stands at the Market Place shopping centre in Burgess Hill on Wednesday 10 November, Sainsburys in Haywards Heath on Thursday 11 November and Sainsburys East Grinstead on Wednesday 24 November.

The Park Rangers will be handing out free window stickers for people to display in their cars and there is a chance of winning a ‘Dicky Bag’, a hands free container for hygienically storing dog poo bags, if your car is spotted supporting the campaign over the next few months. For more information contact Mid Sussex District Council Park Rangers on 01444 477561 or email rangers@midsussex.gov.uk. 

ENDS

For more information please contact Martin Faulconbridge on 01444 477478 or martinf@midsussex.gov.uk
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