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PRESS RELEASE

Have your say on how much developers pay
Mid Sussex District Council would like to know what local people think about plans for a new development charge that will mean Mid Sussex communities receive more money towards the provision of local infrastructure.
Mid Sussex District Council is proposing to introduce a Community Infrastructure Levy and is holding a six week public consultation from Monday 8 July until Monday 19 August. 

The new Community Infrastructure Levy would largely replace the old Section 106 legal agreement system, which set the appropriate level of infrastructure payments that accompany any new development on a case by case basis. Using the new Levy, the financial contribution that developers pay towards local infrastructure is clearly set out in an easy to read table and is the same for everyone. This provides developers with more certainty, at an earlier stage, about how much money they will be expected to contribute towards infrastructure improvements and this, in turn, should encourage greater confidence and higher levels of inward investment.
The figures being proposed by the Council in the Community Infrastructure Levy will significantly increase the amount of money available for local infrastructure improvements, compared with the existing Section 106 arrangements. Under the traditional system, developers contribute up to £9,000 per house on developments of six units or above. Using the new proposed Charging Schedule the amount received for an average house would range from £13,500 in the towns to £21,150 in rural areas. 

“We consulted on our draft Community Infrastructure Levy early in 2012 and the feedback we received from local people and developers has helped us to shape this final document,” said Councillor Gary Marsh, Cabinet Member for Planning. “I now feel our draft charging schedule strikes an excellent balance, maximising the amount of money available for new infrastructure without setting rates at a level that will prevent economic growth and development coming forward.  

“Our research indicates that Mid Sussex communities will receive significantly more money towards the provision of local infrastructure by using the Community Infrastructure Levy instead of the current system. This increase in the amount of money available will provide more funding for much needed community facilities, such as schools, community services, sports and leisure facilities, as well as helping to support the objectives of our District Plan to deliver sustainable, self-sufficient communities.”  
A six week public consultation on the proposed Charging Schedule starts on Monday 8 July and closes on Monday 19 August. The Community Infrastructure Levy will then be submitted to Government for examination in autumn 2013, to ensure it is considered alongside the Draft District Plan which will be submitted for examination this summer.

Residents can find full details online at www.midsussex.gov.uk/cil and are encouraged to submit their views by email at LDFconsultation@midsussex.gov.uk or in writing to Community Infrastructure Levy Consultation, Planning Policy and Economic Development, Mid Sussex District Council, Oaklands, Oaklands Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1SS.
ENDS

For more information please contact Martin Faulconbridge on 01444 477478 or Martin.Faulconbridge@midsussex.gov.uk
Notes to Editors

Mid Sussex Draft Charging Schedule 

	Use of Development
	Proposed Levy (£/m2)                    

	Residential – Town Zone
	£150

	Residential – Village Zone
	£210

	Residential – Rural Zone
	£235

	Residential – Burgess Hill Northern Arc
	£180

	Residential Institution
	£150

	Supermarkets and Superstores
	£100

	Retail – excluding Supermarkets and Superstores
	£0

	Hotel
	£100

	Commercial Leisure – excluding community use or not-for-profit leisure development
	£100

	Community Use including non-residential institutions
	£0

	Office, Industrial and Distribution
	£0

	All other development
	£0
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